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Preparing for Week 5 –  
Weaving Buttonholes 

 

Howdy! Week 5 of our WSAL will partly be about the Buttonhole stitch, so how about we get 

some buttonholes ready to practice! 

In the following I will explain how to weave a square and a hexagon with a specific buttonhole 

as we will be using it in Week 5.  

We need one buttonhole, a little bit off centered, and it will have just the right size to fit a 1” 

button. There is a reason for all of this, but you will have to wait until Monday to see. 

Weaving a buttonhole square or hexagon is optional, and you don’t have to have it on Monday. 

Like with everything else in this WSAL, work at your own pace. 

If you have any questions, please comment in the groups or email me at gabi@texasgabi.com  

 

Goals 
- Make a buttonhole square or hexagon for Week 5 of our Weave & Stitch Along 

Materials 
- A pin loom (either the original TURTLE Loom™ or a 4” square pin loom with 31 x 31 threads, like 

the Schacht Zoom loom) and a weaving needle. 

- Yarn to weave the fabric (whatever you’ve been using so far is fine). 

- A “buttonhole helper” – another weaving needle or anything else strong, long, and thin (at least 

5” long, could also be a very thin knitting needle, bicycle spoke, …) 

- Scissors 

 

 

 

mailto:gabi@texasgabi.com
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Instructions for the Zoom/Square Loom 
To weave a buttonhole on a 3-pin grouped loom you will need to use the two-layer warping method. 

The steps are briefly explained below. If you would like more information, please check “100 pin loom 

SQUARES” book by Florencia Campos Correa or the resources below.   

 

Instructions Zoom/Square Loom 

Starting at corner 1, use the regular 
warping method for Layer 1, warping 
around the last two pins of each group, 
working from the left to the right. You will 
end at the bottom right at corner 2, 
between the last two pins.  
 

 
Start warping Layer 2 by moving the yarn to 
the left around the pin on the left of the 2-
pin group, then go up and around the left 
two pins of the 4-pin group at corner 4.  
 

 
 
Continue to warp around the last two pins 
of each group - working from the right to 
the left - ending at the top left corner 3 
between the last two pins.  
 
The warping is now complete (you will have 
31 threads). 
 

 

http://www.amazon.com/100-Pin-Loom-Squares-Combinations/dp/1250059097/
http://www.amazon.com/100-Pin-Loom-Squares-Combinations/dp/1250059097/
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom 

Wrap the yarn around the loom 9 times 
and cut. 

 
Start weaving in rows (feel free to turn the 
loom in any way that it feels comfortable 
for you).  
 
 
 

 
Weave 16 rows. 
 
Leave the middle pins of each 3-pin group 
on each side unwoven. 
 
 
 

 
Next, you will split the weaving area for the 
buttonhole.  
 
Weave only half way across, over 15 warp 
threads, then turn. 
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom 

Position the “buttonhole helper” needle 
right over the last warp thread of the area 
that you’re now weaving. Weave around 
the needle and the warp as if they were 
one warp. 
 
The needle will help stabilize the edge and 
allow you to work with even tension. 
 
Continue to weave half rows back and 
forth, using regular tension. 

 
Weave a total of 8 half rows.  
 
You will see four “turns” going around the 
buttonhole helper, and the yarn comes out 
to the side of the loom. 

 
Next, guide the working yarn along the 
outside to the corner of the loom. Weave 
the next row across the whole width, right 
along the pins on that end. 
 
Remove the buttonhole helper needle. 
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom 

Weave a total of 7 rows (including the first 
row explained above). You are working 
away from the pins side towards the area 
that’s already woven. 
 
Weave around the yarn that is on the 
outside of the pins as if it was a regular 
warp. 
 
After 7 rows your needle will be at the side 
where the buttonhole still needs to be 
woven. 

 
Weave across the remaining 16 warps 
towards the center. 

 
Place the buttonhole helper needle over 
the last warp in the center, and start 
weaving around it, treating the needle and 
the warp as one. 
 
Weave back to the side of the loom. 
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom 

Weave 6 more rows for a total of 8 rows (4 
“turns” on the buttonhole helper). 
 
The yarn comes out in about the middle of 
the loom to the right.  
 
Remove the buttonhole helper needle. 

 
Your buttonhole square is complete. 
 
Leave the fabric on the loom for doing the 
embroidery. 
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Instructions for the TURTLE/Hexagon Loom 
 

Instructions Zoom/Square Loom 

You begin as if you were working a regular 
hexagon. 
 
Complete the first, bias part of the weaving 
as usual.  
 
Then weave 8 rows. 
 

 
In the next row, only weave across the first 
11 warps. 
 
Place a buttonhole helper needle over the 
11th warp and going forward, weave 
around the needle and that warp as one.  
 
The needle will help to keep the tension, as 
if there were pins. 
 
Weave a total of 6 rows (you will see 3 
“turns” on the buttonhole helper needle). 
 

 

 
Weave the next row across all warps to 
switch to the other side. 
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom 

Remove the buttonhole helper needle. 
 
You will next weave the remaining half of 
the buttonhole. 

 
Weave across the remaining 12 warps. 
Place the buttonhole helper needle over 
the last warp, then turn and weave back, 
treating the needle and the last warp as 
one. 
 
 
 
 

 
Weave a total of 6 rows (3 “turns” on the 
buttonhole helper needle). 
 
 
 

 
Remove the buttonhole helper needle. 
 
Your buttonhole hexagon is complete. 
 
Leave the fabric on the loom for doing the 
embroidery. 
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Resources 
For more information about the Weave & Stitch Along see www.turtleloom.com 

Contact TexasGabi at gabi@texasgabi.com 

Some information about square pin loom related information: 

- Schacht Zoom Loom  

- “Adventures in Pin Loom Weaving” blog by Sue Burton 

- Pinloomweaving.com by Margaret Stump 

- Eloomanation.com by Jana Trent 
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