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Week 5 “Bauhaus Buttonhole” 
 

Howdy, and welcome to WEEK 5 of our Weave & Stitch Along! This week, we will be learning the 

Blanket or Buttonhole Stitch, a very versatile stitch with many pretty and practical applications.  

Don’t miss the special weaving instructions that show you how to weave a buttonhole on your 

pin loom .  

We also have plans for a very exciting Charity Project where we will use our motifs to make 

buttoned purses for little girls.  

Why Bauhaus? I wanted to show the different ways of using this special stitch. Thinking about 

how I can enhance the looks of the design I stepped back, and it just looked like a Bauhaus 

project to me! Bauhaus is a Modern Art movement that started in the early 20th century. It has 

strong graphic elements … just like our blanket and buttonhole sampler. 

For instructions you may follow these written instructions, and/or watch the video for Week 5 

on YouTube. 

 

Goals 
- Learn how to use the Blanket Stitch as a decorative surface stitch 

- Learn how to embroider buttonholes 

- Learn how to use the Blanket stitch to hem a blanket 

- Learn to embroider blanket stitch corners 

General Materials 
- A pin loom (either the original TURTLE Loom™ or a 4” square pin loom with 31 x 31 threads, like 

the Schacht Zoom loom), readily woven. 

- A tapestry needle, size 16, or any other needle of your liking (metal or plastic) 

- Scissors 

- A ruler or measuring tape to measure the thread/yarn 

 

https://turtleloom.com/2018/06/28/weave-stitch-along-weaving-buttonholes-for-week-5/
https://turtleloom.com/2018/06/28/weave-stitch-along-weaving-buttonholes-for-week-5/
https://youtu.be/OJbjPQ4iEoY
https://youtu.be/OJbjPQ4iEoY
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Materials Needed for This Week 
Note: You don’t have to use the same yarns/threads that are used in the demonstration. Use your own 

stash or choices for both the canvas weaving and the embroidery. The yarns used in the video and in this 

worksheet are used to demonstrate variety and serve as reference. 

You will need 3 colors, about 1 yard each of yarn, of medium to thick weight yarn. For this 

demonstration, I used Lion Brand Bonbon, 100% Acrylics, Color 610 Brights. 

 

 

 

This Week’s Stitch 
The Blanket or Buttonhole Stitch is one stitch that can be used in very different ways: 

1) Decorative surface stitch 

Use the Blanket stitch to frame other stitches, use different colors, different stitch lengths, use it 

open, closed, feathered, or laced. 

2) Strengthens buttonholes 

Using the same stitch very tightly together adds a nice edging to buttonholes. On cut fabric it 

reduces the chance of fraying. It also helps to keep the buttonhole in shape. 

3) Hems blankets 

Use the blanket stitch either as a decorative border to a blanket, a foundation stitch for 

crocheting around a blanket, or – for cut fabric – to hold in the hem. 
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The following chart shows how the stitch is worked, then examples of second stitches, working surface, 

buttonhole, and hems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How-To Instructions 
 

Instructions Zoom/Square Loom TURTLE/Hexagon Loom 

Weave a motif with a buttonhole. 
 
This is optional, but it will 
optimize the learning experience. 
 
Weaving buttonholes on pin 
looms is easy.  
Download the instructions 

 

 

 

 
 

Measure about 24” of a yarn of 
your choice.  

 

 
 

https://turtleloom.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/20180628-weaveandstitchalong-05-weavingbuttonholes-final-1.pdf
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom TURTLE/Hexagon Loom 

Start with surface embroidery. 
 

Place the slip knot over the 
last pin of the second 3-pin 
group on the left side and 
bring the thread to the back 
of the loom. 
Count 6 threads starting 
from the left and 6 threads 
up from the bottom and 
come up. 

 

 

Place the slipknot over the 
bottom left black nail and bring 
the thread to the back of the 
loom. 
Count 5 threads starting from the 
left, in the same row where the 
black nail is, and come up. 
 
 
 

 
Note: If the instructions are the 
same for both looms, only one 
picture is shown. 
 
Follow the stitch diagram above 
to make your first stitch: 2 to the 
RIGHT and 3 UP to go down, then 
3 DOWN to come up WITHIN THE 
LOOP. 

 

 

Carefully pull the working thread 
tight until the stitch forms a 
rectangular angle as shown in the 
picture. 
 
The first Blanket stitch is 
complete. 

 

 
 

Working from the left to the right, 
embroider more blanket stitches. 

Work 8 stitches. 

 
 

Work 5 stitches.
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom TURTLE/Hexagon Loom 

To work a corner: 
- Stitch length and stitch 

width have to be the 
same, so you will work 3 
threads in all directions. 

- Make 3 “B” stitches into 
the same hole. 

- Optional: Secure the 
corner stitch with a little 
stitch like you worked it 
to hold down the petal in 
the Lazy Daisy stitch. 

 
 

 
 

Turn the loom clockwise by 90 
degrees and continue to work a 
few stitches just like before, until 
you run out of yarn (or space). 

 

 
 

Secure the last stitch by stitching 
to the outside of the loop, over 1 
thread, and bring the needle to 
the back of the fabric.  
 
This part of the design is now 
complete. 

 

 
 
 

So that the thread is not in the 
way for the embroidery that will 
be worked next, guide the yarn 
end to the outside of the loom. 
 
Release the needle from the yarn. 
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom TURTLE/Hexagon Loom 

For the buttonhole, measure 30” 
of yarn. 
 
 Make a slip knot near one end.  
 
Thread the needle at the other 
end. 
 
 

 

 
 

Anchor the yarn as indicated for 
each loom. 
 
Bring the yarn to the front 
through the buttonhole. 
 
Note: The buttonhole is your “A” 
and “C” position (see stitch chart). 
 

Put the slip knot over any pin 
that’s near the buttonhole, as 
shown. 

 

Put the slip knot over the top 
white nail, close to the 
buttonhole.

 
 

Work smaller, tighter stitches for 
buttonholes: For our sampler the 
stitch length is 2, the stitch width 
is 1 (a stitch after every  thread). 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Working from left to right, make 
the number of stitches indicated 
until you reach the end of the 
buttonhole opening. 
 

Work 8 stitches. 

 
 

Work 7 stitches. 
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom TURTLE/Hexagon Loom 

Work a corner, 2 threads high and 
2 threads wide, to advance to the 
other side.  
 
Only the “B” stitches will travel. 
All “A” and “C” stitches go 
through the buttonhole opening. 
  
Turn the loom clockwise 90 
degrees and – from left to right – 
work the same amount of stitches 
as on the other side, until the end 
of the buttonhole. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Work another corner.  
 
Your will come back to the 
beginning. 

 

 
 

Stitch down through the first loop 
as the last stitch.  
 
Your buttonhole is now complete. 
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom TURTLE/Hexagon Loom 

Take your motif off the loom, 
turn, and weave in all ends. 
 
If desired, sew a knot before you 
weave in the end. 
 

 
For the Blanket stitch around the 
motifs you will need more than 
one thread.  
 
Suggestion: Start with about 24” 
of yarn. 
 

 

 

Start the Blanket edging 
anywhere in the middle of a side 
to achieve the most even results.  
 
Start with a slip knot in the “B” 
position as shown, or just hold a 
yarn end as shown in the video. 
 
Stitch “about” 3 threads long and 
3 threads wide. This is not always 
possible because of the bias of 
the hexagon, and the two 
scalloped sides on the square.  
Adjust as needed. 
 

 

 
 

Embroider while holding the 
fabric in your hand or have it in 
front of you on a work surface, 
like a table. 
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom TURTLE/Hexagon Loom 

You may need to adjust the 
thread count when you get to the 
corner.  
 
Work 3 stitches in each corner. 
Note that in this case your “A” 
and “C” stitches travel, and “B” 
stays in place (similar to the 
surface work you did in the first 
part). 
 

Optional: Secure the longer 
stitch at the tip of the corner 

with an extra little stitch. 

 

The three stitches will go 
smoothly around the corner. 

 

 

Continue to work the Blanket 
stitch along all sides. 
 

 

 
 

When the yarn is used up, make a 
final stitch to tie down the last 
loop, then weave in the end on 
the back.  
 
Start a new thread by weaving in 
the end on the back, then come 
up through the final stitch that 
you just made and continue as 
usual. 
 

 

Work the last stitch into the first 
stitch of the round.  
 
You can make a knot and then 
weave in the ends. 
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Instructions Zoom/Square Loom TURTLE/Hexagon Loom 

Congratulations! Your Bauhaus 
Buttonhole motif is now 
complete. 

 
Front view. 
 
Please take a picture of your work 
and post it on either Facebook or 
Ravelry. 
 

 

 
Back view. 
 

 

 
 

 

Trouble Shooting 
• To avoid that the embroidery yarn/thread gets stuck on the pins … On the hexagon loom: 

Slide the canvas all the way up to the heads of the nails … On the Zoom loom: Gather the 

embroidery yarn/thread in the center of your work between stitches. 

• Two things commonly cause trouble: Tension, and not coming up within the loop.  

o Proper tension is a question of practice and time. Check each stitch when you work 

it for proper tension … the thread should form a rectangular angle. If it is too tight, 

loosen it up a bit. If it is curved, tighten it up a bit. 

o If you miss coming up through the loop, you’ll get a diagonal straight stitch. If you 

see that, just loosen that straight stitch and go under it to form the angled stitch. 

• If you are not sure what happened and how to fix it, contact me at gabi@texasgabi.com  

mailto:gabi@texasgabi.com
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Charity Project 
This week’s special activity is a Charity Project. 

One of our WSAL participants, Cindy (CRA on Ravelry), has been crafting the cutest little purses during 

the first few weeks of this WSAL. Her comments “… for Stitches of Love” made me curious.  

Year-round Cindy is making adorable accessories for an organization called “Back-to-School Clothing 

Drive” who provides needy children across Arizona every year with school clothing and school items. 

Their volunteer group “Stitches of Love” adds to that the cutest accessories from wallets to scarves to 

purses, “so that the students can start the school year with something that was made just for them”. 

Wouldn’t it be great if we can support those efforts? 

Here’s the plan … 

Make an extra Bauhaus Buttonhole motif (keep one for your final project). 

You will also need any one 1” (25mm) button. 

For the purse, you can sew, weave, knit, crochet, or buy. The size, color, and material are your choice as 

long as they suit a little girl (elementary school age). See some pictures and suggestions below, or check 

out the “Stitches of Love” patterns. 

Suggestions: 

 

 
Sew a little purse, using Cindy’s free “Super Easy Purse” pattern. Instead of 
the suggested decoration, sew the Bauhaus Buttonhole motif to the flap and 
the button to the front of the purse.  
 

 

Weave two 6” hexagons. Crochet around four sides as shown, then crochet a 
shoulder strap (hold the yarn double and crochet about 90 chain stitches, 
then attach the ends to the purse as shown).  
Fold in the tip of one hexagon to the inside and sew on the button. This will 
be the purse front. 
Sew the Bauhaus Buttonhole motif with the buttonhole facing down onto 
the outside of the other hexagon tip (flap).  

 Weave eight 4” squares. Sew them together 2 x 4. Fold in half. 
Starting from the bottom fold, crochet 2 sides together, crochet around the 
top opening, double the yarn and crochet about 90 chain stitches, then 
crochet down the other side. 
Sew the Bauhaus Buttonhole motif centered unto one side as shown. Sew on 
the button. Weave a little heart and add as little pocket to the front. 

 

If you have any questions, you can contact Cindy (CRA on Ravelry) or me (on FB/Ravelry/blog via 

comment, instant message, or email gabi@texasgabi.com ) 

 

http://www.backtoschoolclothingdrive.com/
http://www.backtoschoolclothingdrive.com/
http://www.backtoschoolclothingdrive.com/stitches-of-love-blog/
http://www.backtoschoolclothingdrive.com/patterns/
http://www.backtoschoolclothingdrive.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Super-Easy-purse.pdf
mailto:gabi@texasgabi.com
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Shipping 

Remember to post a picture on FB or Ravelry before you send your project off. I will add those project 

pictures to our Pinterest board. 

Please ship your purse project directly to “Stitches of Love”: 

Stitches of Love  

360 E. Coronado Rd, #200,  

Phoenix, Arizona 85004 

Note: If you have everything, except the money to pay for the postage, please contact me at 

gabi@texasgabi.com. 

Let’s see what we can do! As Cindy wrote to me last week, “even if we get just two purses, they will 

make two little girls very happy”. 

This week, let’s make this world a better place, one purse at a time! 

 

 

 

Resources 
The video instructions for this week are on YouTube at https://youtu.be/OJbjPQ4iEoY   

Information about this Weave & Stitch Along can be found on our blog at www.turtleloom.com 

Pictures of the Weave & Stitch Along on Pinterest are at https://www.pinterest.com/TexasGabi/weave-

stitch-along/  

DMC Embroidery Stitch Guide https://www.dmc.com/us/p-uncategorizedembroidery-stitches.html  

Google Blanket Stitch Variations to see many different ways to use this stitch. 

Google Bauhaus Art Movement to read more about this Modern Art genre.  
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