Hope Vest
A Project Guide by Gabi van Tassell

The Hope Vest is a sleeveless, open vest with simple elegance and a unique draping accent at the
shoulders. It is woven on two types of looms: A rigid heddle loom, and a hexagon pin loom.
The weaving requires only basic skills, with the hope that rigid heddle weavers may feel intrigued to add
modular pin loom weaving, and pin loom weavers may find this project to be a comfortable step into the
world of rigid heddle loom weaving.
The yarn is one of the most unique, all natural, handcrafted yarns: Handspun Hope Organic Angora and
Merino Blend comes with a story of hope. You can read about Handspun Hope in Handwoven May/June
2021, or visit the Handspun Hope website to learn more about the organization … and shop some
amazing yarns!
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Materials
Yarn
The Hope Vest is made of Handspun Hope Organic Angora
and Merino Blend, Sport weight, 165 yds/100g.
Because the yarn is spun and dyed in small batches, please
contact the Handspun Hope store (you can call +1 (830) 3120488) to find out which yarns, colors, and quantities are in
stock.

You will need:
(4) Topiary (green, main color, RH panels, 638 yds)
(1) Voca Blush (light peach, supporting color 1, hexagons, 147 yds)
(1) Rich Topiary (dark green, supporting color 2, hexagons, 131 yds)

Looms
The Hope Vest was woven on an Ashford SampleIt loom, 10”,
using a 7.5 dpi reed.
You may use any other rigid heddle loom of at least 10” weaving
width, with a similar reed.

The hexagons were woven on
the Original TURTLE Loom™ in fine sett.

Other Supplies
Tapestry needle, scissors.

2

Sampling
A hexagon is a quick way to create a piece of cloth to verify that the
yarn weaves up at a desired density. It is also a convenient way to
create a piece of fabric that you can test block.
After blocking, the sample hexagon measured about 3.5” side to side
and about 4” tip to tip.
The rigid heddle sample resulted in about 12 epi/ppi.

Weaving
Rigid Heddle Loom
Weave two panels in plain weave, for the Front and Back of the vest.
Follow the manufacturer’s instructions to warp your loom.
Wind a warp length of about 70”. Warp your 10” loom to full width.
Weave plain weave. Off the loom, the panels should be about 58.5”
long and 8” wide.
For the fringes, tie two strands of warp into a knotted fringe all across
the bottom edges.

Hexagon Pin Loom
You will weave a total of 36 hexagons, which are used for the Center Back, the Side Inserts, and the
Front Edgings.
Follow the manufacturer’s instructions to weave the hexagons.
Note: The weaving of the hexagons for the Hope Vest has been slightly adjusted to accommodate the
yarn weight. The hexagons were woven with one skipped round of warps during the first part of
hexagon weaving, and two skipped rows (one time back and forth) of weft during the second part of
hexagon weaving. Consult “Adjusting Fabric Density” in the instructions booklet (page 25 ff) for more
information about how to weave fewer warps/wefts.
Weave:
(19) hexagons in Voca Blush (light peach, Supporting Color 1)
(17) hexagons in Rich Topiary (dark green, Supporting Color 2)
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Assembling
Please use the schematic and the photos below for guidance, including color placement of the hexagons.

For the Back Center, sew 7 hexagons together into a strip. Lining up the beginning of the strip with a
fringe side of the panels (bottom back), stitch the tips of the hexagons onto the right side of the panels.
For additional support, add a line of small running stitches along the edge of the panel.

For the Front Edging, sew two strips of 9 hexagons each. Fold the strips in half. Line up the beginning of
each strip with the other fringe end of a panel (bottom front). “Sandwich” the panel fabric between the
folded hexagons, then stitch just the tips of the hexagons onto the panel. To ensure proper placement
and distribution you may want to pin the hexagons in place before you begin to sew.

Match up where the Back Center and the Front Edging strips meet and sew in place.

To stabilize the neckline, sew the remaining hexagon onto the inside top hexagon of the back neckline.

For the Side Inserts, sew two strips of 5 hexagons each. Follow the same steps as described for the Back
Center to sew the Side Inserts.

Weave in any remaining ends. Trim fringes to about 2” in length. Block vest as desired.
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Photos for Additional Guidance
Wrong side (left) and right side (right) view of edging and inserts.

“Sandwich” edging (left), and the “patch” hexagon to support back neckline (right).
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Full view, with Front sides folded open.
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Modifications
Please note that changes may require you to use a different (wider) rigid heddle loom, and you will need
to adjust the amount of yarn needed.
You can adjust the width of your vest by changing the width of the woven rigid heddle panels.
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You can adjust the length by adding/subtracting the height of a hexagon (about 3.5”) and
adding/subtracting that length to the panels.
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You can also adjust the shoulder draping.
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Sizing Chart
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Thank you for your interest in weaving the Hope Vest, in TURTLE hexagon pin looms, and Handspun
Hope yarns.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me and I will do my best to help you.
gabi@texasgabi.com
Stay informed and get the latest TURTLE loom news at www.turtleloom.com
Connect with and find yarn at Handspun Hope at www.hopeartisancollective.org/
Read the Stepping Up article “Handspun Hope: A Fiber Story from Rwanda” in
https://shop.longthreadmedia.com/products/handwoven-may-june-2021
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